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The first four deal with anatomy and physiology, embryology, diagnostic methods, and anaesthesia; chapters 5 to 35 describe the various malformations, diseases, and injuries of the parts concerned, beginning with constipation and faecal impaction, and ending with foreign bodies in the rectum and sigmoid colon.
A very thorough description is given of proctology as it is understood and practised in America, and this differs in but few respects from the accepted teaching in England. Haemorrhoids, for instance, are treated radically in England by the ligature method; in America, the clamp and cautery method is generally preferred.
The injection treatment is also very popular, but the author believes that only about 50 per cent, of cases are suitable for such treatment, while recurrence is estimated to occur in two to five years in about 15 per cent, of cases. A 10 per cent, solution of phenol, "lycerine, and aqua destillata is recommended, but it is stated that quinine and urea solution is growing in popularity. No anaesthetic is necessary for this almost painless procedure, but the merits of local novocain anaesthesia and sacral block are recognised for operations on haemorrhoids and other local conditions. The chapters on other affections of the rectum and pelvic colon are evidently based on clinical experience, and directions as regards diagnosis and treatment are particularly stressed. Over one hundred pages are employed in dealing with malignant growths. The four coloured plates are excellent, and the numerous drawings and other illustrations amply elucidate the various sections.
This treatise 011 proctology can be thoroughly recommended to students and practitioners, and especially to those who specialise on this subject. References to the work and statistics of other surgeons will be found very useful.
Everyone will not agree with the statement of the author on page 141 that the reference to " emrods " in the Old Testament has any connection with the subject of piles. In describing caudal appendages a photograph is shown of such a case, and it is stated that it is an example of " true tail" with elements of bone and cartilage in it. Bland-Sutton, however, states that a so-called " tail" with elements of bone and cartilage has never been described. F. P. C.
